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You’re WAY too young to be a grandparent

spay & neuter early.
410-822-0107

Call to learn about or our low/no cost spay/neuter program!

Surprise!

I just hit
puberty!

CELEBRATIONS

EASTON — Mid Shore Be-
havioral Health,Inc. held its 
20th annual Caliber Awards 
celebration on May 18 at the 
Milestone in Easton. The 
event honored the work of lo-
cal organizations and individ-
uals for their contributions to 
the public behavioral health 
system in the Mid-Shore re-
gion.

Kathryn G. Dilley, LCSW-
C, executive director for 
MSBH, and Dr. Ben Kohl, 
MSBH Board of Directors 
president, began the event 
with a welcome message. 
Laura Pollard, marketing 
and events specialist for 
MSBH introduced the guest 
speaker, John Schratwieser, 
director of the Kent County 
Arts Council, who discussed 
the importance of art thera-
py in the behavioral health 
field.

Approximately 29 provid-
ers, law enforcement offi-

cers, community agencies, 
and other individuals were 
honored at the event.

Special Recognition 
Awards were given to Ivy 
Garcia, Kenny and Christine 
Walton, Virginia Spence, 
Matthew Peters and the late 
Purnell Flamer.

A new award category was 
developed this year to award 
those nominated by the vari-
ous MSBH workgroups.

The Forensic Workgroup 
Community Award recipi-
ent was Director Joseph 
Hughes of the Dorchester 
County Detention Center. 
The Child and Adolescent 
Community Award was pre-
sented to Paul Tue III. The 
Mid Shore Roundtable on 
Homelessness Community 
Award recipient was Krista 
Petitt, executive director of 
Haven Ministries.

The recipient of the Ag-
ing with Behavioral Health 

and Disabilities Workgroup 
Community Award was Ty 
Kennedy, a clinical Social 
Worker at Caroline County 
Department of Social Ser-
vices, Adult Protective Ser-
vices.

Legislators presented ci-
tations to each of the main 
award winners. State Sen. 
Addie Eckardt, R-37-Mid-
Shore, Del. Jeff Ghrist, R-
36-Caroline, and Del. Jay 
Jacobs, R-36-Kent, attended.

Citations also were sent on 
behalf of U.S. Rep. Andy Har-
ris, R-Md.-1st, U.S. Sen. Ben 
Cardin, D-Md., and U.S. Sen. 
Chris Van Hollen, D-Md.

Representatives from local 
county governments, as well 
as the Maryland Department 
of Health, Behavioral Health 
Administration, also were on 
hand.

Achieving Excellence 
through Effective Program-
ming was awarded to Circle-

build team of Sherrie Tilgh-
man, Suzette Turner and 
Barbie Glen. In less than 
one year, this program has 
stabilized and enriched the 
lives of 29 children who have 
a parent who is incarcerated 
and 12 caretakers.

Achieving Excellence 
through the Empowerment 
of Consumers was awarded 
to Edwin Gibbs of Haven 
Ministries. As a case manag-
er, Edwin meets with clients 
and connects them to area 
programs, organizations and 
services to better their lives. 
He also teaches classes at 
the Haven Ministries Re-
source Center.

Two Achieving Excellence 
through Interagency and 
Community Collaboration 
Awards were presented. The 
first was awarded to the Pris-
on Yoga Project team of Joe 
Hughes, director of Dorches-
ter County Detention Center 

Connecting for Success Pro-
gram; Sue Radcliffe, LCSW-
C; Mindy Black-Kelly, LC-
SW-C, and Lavonnia Aubrey, 
community health worker of 
Dorchester County Health 
Department.

Together, this team devel-
oped a strategy and imple-
mented the program, which 
included training every cor-
rection officer in the pro-
gram that centers on trauma-
informed clinical training, 
brain science education and 
yoga. Since the program’s 
implementation, 20 individu-
als have participated and 13 
remain on the waiting list.

The second award was pre-
sented to Jeanine Beasley, 
continuum of care manager 
at MSBH. Dr. Ben Kohl of the 
MSBH Board of Directors, 
along with nominator Steven 
Houston of the Roundtable 
for Homelessness, presented 
this award.

The Lifetime Achievement 
Award was presented to An-
drew Pons of the A.F. Whit-
sitt Center in Chestertown, 
a publicly licensed and certi-
fied 44-bed Residential Dual 
Diagnosis Behavioral Health 
Center that offers both resi-
dential and crisis services 
for those with substance use 
and mental health disorders. 
He is retiring after a 19-year 
career working for the state 
in the behavioral health field.

The event brought out 
115 local consumers, pro-
viders and community 
members. Mid Shore Be-
havioral Health, Inc. is the 
Core ServiceAgency for the 
Mid-Shore region which 
includes Caroline, Dorches-
ter, Kent, Queen Anne’s and 
Talbot counties.

For more photos from the 
event, visit the Mid Shore 
Behavioral Health Face-
book page.

Mid-Shore behavioral health community honored

Lifetime Achievement Award winner Andrew 
Pons is retiring from the Whitsitt Center in 
Chestertown after 19 years.

Edwin Gibbs, a case manager with Haven 
Ministries, receives the Achieving Excellence 
through Empowerment of Consumers Award.
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Matthew Peters, director of Chesapeake Mul-
ticultural Resource Center in Easton, is the re-
cipient of the Advocacy and Education Special 
Recognition Award.

Kathy Flamer accepts a Special Recognition 
Award on behalf of her late husband Purnell 
Flamer at the 20th Caliber Awards.

ST. MICHAELS — A ceremony 
was held at St. Michaels Mid-
dle High School last month to 
induct new members into the 
school’s chapter of the Tri-M 
Music Honor Society.

To be considered as mem-
bers, students must meet cri-
teria in the following areas: 
music participation, academic 
achievement, leadership, ser-
vice and character. The Tri-
M advisement team is choral 
director Amy Effler and band 
director Chris Flaherty.

The SMMHS chapter raises 
funds to support local, na-
tional and international music 
programs. SMMHS junior 
Gretchen Kinnamon is in 
the process of designing an 
original logo to promote the 
society.

The spring 2018 inductees 
are Mackenzie Campbell, 

president; India Tran, vice 
president; Kyla Stinchcomb, 
treasurer; Cora Fluharty, 
historian; Hannah Bagley, 
secretary; Rebecca Bibeau; 

Katelynn Cherry; Jack Gill; 
Jayde Gilliece; and Makayla 
Vasquez.

Tri-M, formerly known as 
Modern Music Masters, is 

a high school and middle 
school music honor society 
and is a program of the Na-
tional Association for Music 
Education.

St. Michaels students inducted 
into music honor society
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New members recently inducted in the St. Michaels Middle High School Chapter of the Tri-M Music Honor Society are, from left, 
Jack Gill, Jayde Gilliece, Katelynn Cherry, Rebecca Bibeau and Makayla Vasquez.

A ceremony was held at St. Michaels High School last month to induct new members into the 
school’s chapter of the Tri-M Music Honor Society. Officers are, from left, Mackenzie Campbell, 
president; India Tran, vice president; Kyla Stinchcomb, treasurer; Cora Fluharty, historian; and 
Hannah Bagley, secretary.
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Caroline Ewing, a fourth-grader at White Marsh Elementary 
School in Trappe, was one of 16 Maryland students who won 
a poster contest sponsored annually by the Maryland Council 
on Economic Education. The theme “A Picture is Worth a Thou-
sand Words,” inspired Caroline to create “Scarcity,” a draw-
ing of three elephants in the desert all vying for one last tuft of 
grass. She traveled to Towson University on May 16 to accept 
a certificate and $50 prize. Caroline’s poster will be featured in 
the 2018-2019 calendar published by the Maryland Council on 
Economic Education.

White Marsh student 
wins poster contest

OUTSTANDING STUDENTS

MANKATO, MINN. — Bryan Hall of Easton earned a Master 
of Arts degree in physical education (teaching) on May 5 
from Minnesota State University in Mankato.

Hall

CONWAY, S.C. — Evan Claggett of Easton received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in marine biology on May 5 
from Coastal Carolina University in Conway, S.C.. He is 
the son of Susan Claggett and a graduate of Easton High 
School.

Clagett

WESTMINSTER — Morgan James Shugars of Royal Oak grad-
uated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in art on May 19 dur-
ing McDaniel College’s 148th commencement ceremony.

Shugars

WESTMINSTER — Joshua Warren Harding of Federalsburg 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in theater arts on 
May 19 during McDaniel College’s 148th commencement 
ceremony.

Harding

WESTMINSTER — Mellinee A. Casale of Greensboro graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology on May 19 dur-
ing McDaniel College’s 148th commencement ceremony.

Casale

WESTMINSTER — Kasey Daniel Nelson of Denton graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in communication on May 19 
during McDaniel College’s 148th commencement ceremony.

Nelson

WESTMINSTER — Megan A. Smith of Federalsburg gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in theater arts on May 
19 during McDaniel College’s 148th commencement cer-
emony.

Smith
EMMITSBURG — Mount St. Mary’s University is pleased to 

announce that 593 students earned dean’s list honors in 
Spring 2018. They include Tad Buniski of Easton, Shannon 
Monaghan of Centreville, Mary Mulligan of Stevensville, 
Daniel Reading of Stevensville and Joseph Remaniak of 
Cordova.

Local students make dean’s list

WESTMINSTER — Joseph I. Fox of Hurlock graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in theater arts on May 19 during 
McDaniel College’s 148th commencement ceremony.

Fox

WESTMINSTER — Hanna Elizabeth Murchake of Stevensville 
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in psy-
chology on May 19 during McDaniel College’s 148th com-
mencement ceremony.

Murchake

WESTMINSTER — Emma Marie Perdue of Grasonville gradu-
ated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
biology on May 19 during McDaniel College’s 148th com-
mencement ceremony. She also earned honors in biology.

Academic honors given at graduation include summa 
cum laude for a cumulative grade point average of 3.9 or 
higher, magna cum laude for a cumulative grade point aver-
age of 3.70 to 3.89 and cum laude for a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.50 to 3.69.

Perdue


