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Closed for the season
MPSSAA cancels spring athletics for year
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Partly cloudy

High 75 Low 62

Mostly cloudy tonight
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Shelter dogs find 
foster homes
The Queen Anne’s 
County Animal Services 
shelter encouraged 
folks to foster a pet 
while they are staying 
home during the pan-
demic, and the promo-
tion has paid off big for 
the pets.
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases in Maryland by 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 28, are 20,113, a one-
day increase of 626 cases (with 860 on the Eastern Shore, a one-day increase of 12, with a 
total of 23 deaths). Since March 3, the number of negative test results is 87,672, confirmed 
deaths 929, probable deaths 87, currently hospitalized 1,528; and released from isolation 
1,295. By late afternoon Tuesday, April 28, Delaware reported 4,575 confirmed cases, a 
one-day increase of 413. The number of negative test results is 16,605, deaths 137, current-
ly hospitalized 337, and recovered 1,096. For more detailed information, see coronavirus.
maryland.gov and coronavirus.delaware.gov/.

Due to technical difficul-
ties with our supporting 
vendor, the link supporting 
the Bark Madness photo 
entries malfunctioned. We 
have since redirected the 
link to a new contest page 
for contestants to com-
plete submission forms 
and submit their dogs’ 
photos. We apologize for 
the inconvenience and de-
lay of the contest.

Check inside today’s 
Star Democrat for a com-
plete set of Bark Mad-

ness rules and entry 
deadlines. May the best 
dog win!

Bark Madness is Back!

By JESSICA DUERSTINE

jduerstine@chespub.com

EASTON — Local organiza-
tions are working to ensure 
that the underserved com-
munities of Talbot County 
aren’t forgotten during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Groups like Chesapeake 
Multicultural Resource 
Center, Choptank Com-
munity Health System and 
Talbot Mentors discussed 
the challenges these com-
munities face during a pri-
vate-sector conference call 
at noon Tuesday, April 28, 
with Talbot County Emer-
gency Operations Center 
representatives and local 
businesses.

The topic of the call, 
hosted by TalbotWorks.
org, was “Is COVID-19 Dis-

proportionately Affecting 
Talbot County’s Under-
served Communities?” The 
subtitle supplied the answer 
discussed by the panelists: 
“(Hint: The answer is yes!)”

Chesapeake Multicultural 
Resource Center Executive 
Director Matthew Peters 
and the center staff have 
been continuing to serve 
the immigrant commu-
nity of Talbot County, even 
though the center remains 
closed. They’re still work-
ing with immigration and 
health insurance, because 
those programs have expi-
ration dates that, if missed, 
could impact the economic 
situation of the families they 
serve even more.

Helping the 
vulnerable

Talbot immigrant communities 
‘disproportionately affected’ by 

coronavirus pandemic

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Youngsters share their artwork at Chesapeake Multicultural 
Resource Center in Easton on March 12, before the Maryland 
stay-at-home order. Local groups are reaching out to the 
immigrant community which is “disproportionately affected” by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

By JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump will sign an 
executive order Tuesday 
meant to stave off a short-
age of chicken, pork and 
other meat on American su-
permarket shelves because 
of the coronavirus.

The order will use the De-
fense Production Act to clas-
sify meat processing as criti-
cal infrastructure to keep 
production plants open.

The order comes after in-
dustry leaders warned that 
consumers could see meat 
shortages in a matter of 
days after workers at major 
facilities tested positive for 
the virus. A senior White 
House official said the ad-
ministration was working 
to prevent a situation in 
which a majority of process-
ing plants shut down for a 
period of time, which could 
lead to an 80% drop in the 
availability of meat in super-
markets. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss the order before 
its release.

Trump on Tuesday told 
reporters that “there’s 
plenty of supply,” but that 
supply chains had hit what 

he called a “road block. It’s 
sort of a legal roadblock 
more than anything else,” 
he said.

Two of the nation’s biggest 
pork processing plants are 
currently closed. Meat pro-
cessing giant Tyson Foods 
suspended operations at its 
plant in Waterloo, Iowa. And 
Smithfield Foods halted pro-
duction at its plant in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. The 15 
largest pork-packing plants 
account for 60% of all pork 

processed in the country.
GOP Sen. Mike Rounds of 

South Dakota had written a 
letter to Trump asking him 
to use the DPA to declare 
the food supply industry an 
essential industry, warning 
that consumers would see a 
meat shortage in a matter of 
days akin to the panic over 
toilet paper the virus cre-
ated in its early days.

Trump to sign order keeping 
meat processing plants open

AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI

President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, R-Fla., on the coronavirus response, in the Oval 
Office of the White House, Tuesday, April 28, 2020, in Washing-
ton. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

By CANDICE SPECTOR

cspector@chespub.com

EASTON — Ramped up 
coronavirus testing has 
been touted as the key to 
safely lifting Maryland’s 
statewide lockdown — but 
data show the Mid-Shore 
still lacks testing capacity, 
with only 1% of its popula-
tion having been tested 
since the beginning of 
March.

Talbot County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Fredia Wadley said 
Tuesday, April 28, just over 
1,700 of the region’s more 
than 172,000 residents have 
been tested for COVID-19 at 
Mid-Shore hospitals and test 
sites.

As of Tuesday, the Mid-
Shore, comprising Queen 
Anne’s, Talbot, Kent, 
Dorchester and Caroline 
counties, has accounted for 
283 confirmed coronavirus 

cases of the state’s more 
than 20,000 reported infec-
tions.

The five-county region’s 
testing has been spread 
across its testing centers.

Shore Regional Health fa-
cilities, which are located in 
Easton, Queenstown, Cam-
bridge and Chestertown, 
have tested 718 people to 
date, Wadley said.

Of the more than 700 pa-
tients tested for COVID-19 
within the Shore hospital 
system, 318 were tested at 
Shore Regional Medical 
Center at Easton.

The drive-thru testing site 
at Chesapeake Community 
College, which was set up 
March 20, has administered 
615 of the Mid-Shore’s total 
COVID-19 tests since its in-
ception.

Wadley: Testing rate needs to quadruple
Just 1% of Mid-Shore residents have 

been tested for COVID-19 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Talbot County Health Officer Dr. Fredia Wadley said Tuesday, April 28, the Mid-Shore should have 
been able to process “four times” the COVID-19 tests it has administered since the beginning 
of March. Pictured is a medical worker greeting a person arriving at the Chesapeakee College 
COVID-9 drive-thru testing site Monday, April 6.
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RSVP by calling 410-604-3862
or by e-mailing us at

info@fhnfuneralhome.com

Ask The Undertaker

Every Wednesday in April at 12pm, Ryan

Helfenbein will join us for a preplanning

webinar. He will speak on cremation, funeral

planning, veterans benefits and Medicaid.

Get your questions ready, because at the end

of each webinar, Ryan will have a Q&A

session and provide answers!

LIVE!

OBITUARIES

The Star Democrat provides obituaries for 
a fee. Obituaries must be confirmed by a 
funeral home, crematory, funeral director, 
mortician, or state anatomy board. If a fam-
ily is not using a funeral home, such as when 
the remains are donated to science or for 
other exceptional circumstances, obituaries 
may be submitted online by going to https://
placement.memoriams.com/StarDemocrat. 
The deadline to place an obituary is 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday for the next day’s 
edition of the Star Democrat and noon on 
Friday for the Sunday Star. For more in-
formation, call 1-877-242-1110 Monday 
through Friday between 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. or 
email obits@chespub.com.

HOW TO PLACE AN OBITUARY

Florence L. Messix 

“Punk”

QUEEN ANNE — Florence 
“Punk” Louise (Moore) 
Messix, 99, of Queen Anne, 
MD, died peacefully in her 
home on April 25, 2020. Flor-
ence was born to Harry A. 
and Cora L. (Willis) Moore 
on May 31, 1920 in Queen 
Anne, MD on her family 
farm. As the youngest of six 
children, and the smallest, 
Florence was affectionately 
nicknamed “Pumpkin”, or 
“Punk”, by her father. She 
married her soul mate, Wil-
liam B. Messix, Jr. on No-
vember 9, 1940. They had 
been happily married for 62 
years when he passed away 
in 2003.

Florence graduated from 
Tri County High School in 
1938 and from Beacom Col-
lege in 1940. She devoted 
her life to caring for her 
family, and to helping run 
her Guernsey dairy farm. 
As a devout Catholic and a 
member of Old St. Joseph’s 
Church in Cordova, MD, 
she helped with the joust-
ing tournaments at the 
church each year and made 
cakes for the Fireman’s As-
sociation. Through Catholic 

Char i t ies , 
F l o r e n c e 
and Bill 
graciously 
hosted sev-
eral families 
from over-
seas who 
were dis-
placed dur-
ing WWII.

F l o r -
ence was predeceased by 
her parents Harry & Cora 
Moore, husband Bill, and 
siblings Mary M. Day, Al-
len W. Moore, Eleanor K. 
Reynolds, Elizabeth Leu-
tritz, and Francis D. Moore. 
She is survived by sons Wil-
liam B. Messix III (Donna) 
of Queen Anne, MD, Mi-
chael M. Messix (Bonnie) 
of Chestertown, MD, and 
Francis “Dick” T. Messix 
(Glenda) of Easton, MD. 
Grandchildren William B. 
Messix IV (J.J.) of Queen 
Anne, MD, Adam Messix of 
Cashiers, NC, Amanda Spry 
(Alex) of Centreville, MD, 
Megan Stibbe (Michael) of 
Ridgely, MD, Chris Wind-
sor of Easton, MD and Chad 
Windsor (Kari) of Easton, 
MD; great grandchildren 
Jared Messix, Bennett Lu-
ongo, Brady Luongo, Con-

nor Windsor and Olivia 
Windsor.

Florence lived a beautiful 
life and was adored by her 
family, who had the privilege 
of caring for her during her 
last days. She had a fantastic 
memory, which she used to 
tell detailed stories from all 
the years of her long life. 
Well into her 90s, she could 
easily make huge meals 
for her family and friends, 
which always included her 
famous peach preserves 
and potato rolls (otherwise 
known as “Mommom’s 
rolls”). Besides being a won-
derful cook, she was an avid 
reader, a Raven’s fan, and a 
terrific tennis player during 
her younger years.

Due to the Coronavirus, 
services will be private. A 
memorial service will be 
planned once current re-
strictions are lifted.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Com-
pass Regional Hospice, 160 
Coursevall Drive, Centrev-
ille, MD 21617. We are for-
ever grateful for their kind-
ness and care.

For condolences and to 
sign the online guest book, 
please visit www.fhnfuneral 
home.com.

Marion W. Clough 

“Tootsie”

MILLINGTON — Marion Wil-
son “Tootsie” Clough of 
Millington, MD, passed 
away on Friday, April 24, 
2020. He was 85.

Born on December 14, 
1934, in Sudlersville, MD, 
he was the son of the late 
Elmer and Anna Lowman 
Clough. He graduated from 
Sudlersville High School, 
class of 1953 and later en-
listed in the United States 
Navy. Mr. Clough worked 
for Acme Markets as Store 
Manager for many years 
until he retired in 2000. Af-
ter retirement, he worked 
for Centreville National 
Bank.

Mr. Clough was a life 
member with 54 years of 
service with the Sudlers-
ville Vol. Fire Co., and a 
Charter member of Ches-
tertown Elks Lodge #2474. 
Mr. Clough enjoyed time 
with family and friends. He 
enjoyed playing cards, go-
ing to Dover Downs, and 
dancing — especially the 
Jitterbug and skiing in his 
younger years.

In addi-
tion to his 
parents, he 
was preced-
ed in death 
by his son, 
R i c h a r d 
“ R i c k y ” 
D a l e 
C l o u g h , 
d a u g h t e r, 
D o n n a 
Lynn Hill, grandson, Rich-
ard William Clough, a great-
grandson, Coleman Wilson 
Brown, and three brothers, 
Nelson H. “Dickie” Clough, 
Charles F. “Buck” Clough, 
Cecil E. “Palsy” Clough and 
two sisters, Patsy Meekins 
and Mary Lou Virdin.

Mr. Clough is survived 
by a son Van Clough and 
wife Cindy of Fayetteville, 
NC; a daughter Debra Cal-
laway and husband Vance 
of Smyrna, DE; grandchil-
dren, Tina Brown and hus-
band Danny of Centreville, 
MD, Travis Coleman and 
wife Kasey of Centreville, 
MD, Richard “Douglas” 
Clough of Sudlersville, MD, 
Corina, Christain, Kendra 
and Aaron Clough all of NC, 
Shane Wallace of Barclay, 

MD, Carrie Nicholson and 
husband J.R. of Smyrna, 
DE, and Jake Hill of Cent-
reville, MD. Great-grand-
children, Trey, Taylor, and 
Lexi Brown, Teagan and 
Tanner Coleman, Richard 
and Richelle Clough, Shel-
by Wallace, Alyssa, and Ben 
Nicholson. Brother Louis 
E. “Lou” Clough and a spe-
cial niece, Jenny Clough.

A visitation will be held 
Friday, May 1, 2020, from 
11-2 p.m. at Fellows Fam-
ily Funeral Home, Milling-
ton, MD. Services will be 
private following the visita-
tion. Interment will be in 
Sudlersville Cemetery.

The family will have a 
public Celebration of Life at 
a later date at Sudlersville 
Volunteer Fire Hall after the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to 
Sudlersville Vol. Fire Co. 
P.O. Box 61 Sudlersville, 
MD 21668 or Compass Re-
gional Hospice 160 Course-
vall Drive Centreville, MD 
21617.

Online condolences may 
be sent to the family at 
www.fhnfuneralhome.com.

Doris May Collins 

(Faulkner)

CORDOVA — Doris May Col-
lins passed away on Sunday, 
April 26, 2020 at home on 
her beloved family farm in 
Cordova, MD. She was 87.

She was born on April 11, 
1933 in Ogden, Boothwyn, 
PA, to the late Bernard 
C. Faulkner and Kathryn 
Virginia Ashby Faulkner. 
She graduated from Upper 
Chichester High School. 
Doris married Edward F. 
Collins on November 28, 
1953, at Trainer Methodist 
Church in Trainer, PA. They 
made their home on their 
farm in Cordova, MD.

Doris enjoyed family and 
friends, her beautiful flow-
ers, her vegetable garden, 
and being a farm wife. She 
was always ready to lend a 
helping hand for anything 
needed, whether it was driv-
ing a farm truck, working 
ground on the tractor, haul-
ing lunches to Eddie in the 
field, or taking care of the 
home front.

She had a kind and lov-

ing heart 
and she was 
devoted to 
taking her 
sons, her 
grandchil -
dren, and 
her nieces 
and neph-
ews on 
special out-
ings. Noth-
ing was too much trouble 
for her, and she loved to do 
unique things for the chil-
dren. She worked to make 
their home life special and 
took many pictures to “cre-
ate memories.” Doris had a 
warm smile and always wel-
comed everyone into her 
home.

Doris was firm in her faith 
in Jesus Christ her Lord and 
Savior. She loved to play 
hymns on her piano and 
had several special passages 
marked in her Bible.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her sister, 
Dorothy Virginia Faulkner 
and her infant son, Larry 
Wesley Collins.

She is survived by her 

husband of 66 years, Eddie; 
sons, Edward F. Colins, Jr. 
(Brenda) and Kurt Douglas 
Collins (Dena) of Cordova; 
grandsons, Kurt Douglas, 
“Buddy “Collins, Jr. of Pitts-
burgh, PA, Alan Gregory 
Collins (Sierra) of Cordova, 
Edward F. “Ed” Collins, III 
of Cordova and great grand-
daughter, Camryn Susan 
Collins.

We would like to thank the 
caregivers who cared for 
Doris.

A family service and inter-
ment at Woodlawn Memo-
rial Park will be private.

Her honorary pall bear-
ers are Kurt Collins, Sr., 
Edward Collins, Jr., Kurt 
Collins, Jr., Alan Collins, and 
Edward Collins, III.

Donations in her memory 
man be made to Talbot Hos-
pice, 596 Cynwood Drive, 
Easton, MD 21601, and 
Meals on Wheels of Talbot 
Senior Center, 400 Brook-
letts Ave, Easton, MD 21601.

For condolences and to 
sign the online guest book, 
please visit www.fhnfuneral 
home.com.

John A. Glover “Jack” 1st

EASTON — John “Jack” 
Glover, 83 of Easton, MD 
passed away on Saturday, 
April 25, 2020.

John was born in Ridge-
ly, Maryland on March 6, 
1937. He was preceded in 
death by his loving wife, 
Joyce Roe Glover in 2005; 
his parents Roy and Naomi 
Glover and his sister Nor-
ma Lee Glover.

John graduated from 
Ridgely High School in 
1955. John worked 37 
years with Lucent Technol-
ogies as a Telecommunica-

tions Tech-
nician. He 
was very 
well known 
for mow-
ing his 
lawn twice 
a week. He 
took great 
pride in 
his lawn 
looking im-
maculate.

He is survived by his 
daughter; Dawn Patrick 
and her husband Bob of 
Preston, MD; his son John 
A. Glover II and his wife 
Melinda of Salisbury, MD; 

and his brother James 
Glover of Ridgely, MD. 
John is also survived by 
his 5 grandchildren and 7 
great grandchildren.

Visitation will be held un-
der the state issued guide-
lines on Wednesday, April 
29, 2020 from 10-11am at 
Fleegle and Helfenbein 
Funeral Home in Greens-
boro, MD. Memorial ser-
vices will follow at 11:30am 
at Woodlawn Memorial 
Park in Easton, MD.

For online condolences 
and a memorial video of 
John’s life please visit www.
fleegleandhelfenbein.com.
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Beatrice T. Juliano

SILVER SPRING, MD — Beatrice Ma-
rie Taglialatela Juliano, 76, of Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland, formerly 
of Easton and Oxford, passed 
away peacefully on April 23, 2020.

 She was born to the late Robert 
Edward and Elizabeth Beatrice 
Hulme Taglialatela in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. 

Beatrice is survived by her 

daughters Lauren J. Conkright 
(Jason) of Silver Spring, Robin T. 
Juliano (Benjamin Gruenbaum) 
of Silver Spring and her beloved 
grandchildren Nina, Olivia, Oliver 
and Elise.

A memorial will be planned at a 
later date.

Donations in Beatrice’s memo-
ry may be made to Oxford Kids 
Camp, Inc. P.O. Box 249 Oxford, 
Maryland 21654.

BEATRICE 

JULIANO

Roderick Nataniel Molock

HURLOCK — Roderick Na-
thaniel Molock, 55 of Hur-
lock, MD departed this life 
on Monday, April 20, 2020. A 
walk-through viewing will be 
held on Wednesday, April 29, 
2020 from 12:00pm to 1:00pm 
at Henry Funeral Home, P.A. 
Services will be private. There 
will be no seating or congre-
gating during viewing hours. 
Condolences may be sent to 
Henry Funeral Home, P.A., 
510 Washington Street, Cambridge, Maryland 
21613 or to www.henryfh.com.

RODERICK 

MOLOCK

Tyson ran a full-page ad-
vertisement in The New 
York Times and other news-
papers Sunday outlining the 
difficulty of producing meat 
while keeping more than 
100,000 workers safe and 
shutting some plants.

“As pork, beef and chicken 
plants are being forced to 
close, even for short periods 

of time, millions of pounds 
of meat will disappear from 
the supply chain,” it read.

The United Food and 
Commercial Workers Inter-
national Union, which rep-
resents 1.3 million food and 
retail workers, said Tuesday 
that 20 U.S. food-processing 
and meatpacking union 
workers in the U.S. have 
died and that an estimated 
6,500 are sick or have been 
exposed to the virus while 
working near someone who 
tested positive.

COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the virus, has in-
fected hundreds of workers 
at meat-processing plants 
and forced some of the larg-
est to close and others to 
slow production. While the 
output at beef and poultry 
plants has diminished, pork 
plants in the Midwest have 
been hit especially hard. 
The viral outbreaks have 
persisted despite efforts by 
the meat companies to keep 
workers at home with pay if 
they become sick.
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Though the immigrant community has 
weathered economic storms before — 
Peters pointed to the recession in 2008 
and 2009 — the extended family was able 
to pull together and continue to support 
each other even if one or two people were 
out of work, he said.

“It helps to reinforce times that are dif-
ficult to get through economically,” he 
said. “So if one person loses a job, there 
are usually two or three other people in 
the household that kind of help with well-
paying jobs and put everything together 
to keep their family afloat.”

The dif ficulties facing these families 
during the pandemic are unique. Many 
within the immigrant community work 
primarily in housecleaning, landscaping, 
construction and food service jobs.

“By continuing to work every day — 
whether that’s in a restaurant setting or a 
housecleaning setting or a construction, 
landscape, chicken factory, you name 
it — we kind of see that that risk — the 
health risk is increasing,” Peters said. 
“It’s really come close to home here in 
Easton now. The families we work with 
that have tested positive, we know very 
intimately.”

“That resilience they had of having so 
many people working — even though it 
is low income — we’re now asking them 
‘Everyone has to stop working and stay 
at home,’” he added. “And that really cuts 
of f all the lifelines.”

Together with partner agencies, 
ChesMRC is helping those hard-hit fami-
lies follow the self-quarantine guidelines 
while ensuring that their basic needs are 
met during this time.

Choptank Community Health System 
Senior Vice President and Chief Operat-
ing Officer Jonathan Forte spoke about 
the ways his company is helping under-
served communities in the region. One 
of the primary goals has been education 
outreach, especially to members in the 
essential businesses.

The company has developed audio, 
video and written messaging in Spanish, 
Haitian Creole and English to provide 
outreach and education to many people 
who may not have access to the same 
information sources as many within the 
community. Landscape nurseries, crab 
houses, the poultry industry and many 
other businesses throughout the Del-
marva Peninsula rely heavily on the im-
migrant community, and informing the 
workforce plays a vital role in keeping 
the industries themselves healthy.

“We know that a healthy workforce is a 
productive workforce and it’s an econom-

ic driver, especially within this region,” 
Forte said. “So we’re working closely — 
as the health care provider — with own-
ers and operators of those institutions to 
provide that education and outreach.”

He said the company is working with 
Caroline County of ficials to bring a large-
scale testing site to the Federalsburg 
area, which they hope to have running in 
two weeks.

There were 31 cases in the Federals-
burg zipcode on April 28, according to 
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/.

Talbot Mentors Executive Director 
Gerson Martinez provided information 
about how the organization is working 
with the students they regularly mentor 
to identify an issues that their families 
are facing. The children in their program 
are students that qualify for the free and 
reduced meals programs, and many of 
them come from single parent homes. 
They surveyed the parents as part of an 
outreach ef fort.

“About 20 percent of the parents of our 
children have lost their jobs,” Martinez 
said. “The remaining 80 percent, by and 
large, remain employed because they are 
essential workers.”

In the survey, they asked families 
what major dif ficulties they faced. Mar-
tinez said the majority of the responses 
centered around their economic stabil-
ity during these times. Families also re-
sponded that they were concerned about 
what distance learning means for them.

“Many of our students live in a single 
parent home where that parent is either 
continuing to work and thus not at home 
all day, or potentially they’re unemployed 
and aren’t producing income,” he said. 
“A lot of our parents expressed signifi-
cant concern around what this period of 
school closure will do in terms of their 
children’s ability to keep up with school 
work, with their educational trajectory.”

Half of the families surveyed have ei-
ther no access to the internet or no ac-
cess to technological tools, and the fami-
lies are worried about how their children 
will manage the educational require-
ments. Martinez added that the survey 
was conducted before Talbot County 
Public Schools began distributing equip-
ment, but the families still face insuffi-
cient internet access.

Talbot County Health Officer Dr. Fre-
dia Wadley spoke about the important 
work these organizations are doing, both 
in getting the messages communicated 
to the immigrant population and also in 
ensuring their needs are being met dur-
ing this time.

Talbot County of ficials and the orga-
nization will continue to work together 
so that no one within the county is over-
looked in the ef fort to educate the com-
munity and keep everyone safe.
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